
Thank you Mr. Ambassador. The existence of this bilateral agreement gives us the 
possibility to set, and hopefully, develop a collaboration between Israeli and Italian 
scientists in the borderland area of research in Precision Livestock Farming.
We are very grateful as the Embassy trusted this project and was eager to give advice 
about the right way to begin this adventure.
We are very grateful also to the ISRAEL-ITALY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY, and in particular to Clelia Di Consiglio and Federica Manasse, for looking 
after the organization of this small webinar that, in our intentions, should represent 
the first step in this collaboration.
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I would like to spend few words to illustrate the origin of the idea.
Few of us (Maya, Ilan, Bruno Stefanon who is not speaking today but gave his 
support behind the curtains, and I) had the opportunity to know each other while we 
were participating to the COST action FA1308, named "DairyCare".
DairyCare was a 4 year researcher network that ended in March 2018. It focused on 
dairy animal health and welfare which has as its main objective the improvement of 
dairy animal wellbeing through scientific and technological advance.
The winning idea of DairyCare was to recognise that effective strategies for 
improving dairy animal wellbeing require collaboration across a broad range of 
specialist and expert skills. Therefore, DairyCare brought together scientists with 
very different expertises and made them to think and cooperate synergistically: 
Animal scientists, veterinarians, biotechnologists together with ethologists and 
electronic engineers and agricultural engineers.
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Through the combination of these skills, the biomarker and activity can be used to 
construct future decision support systems to assist farmers to optimise the wellbeing 
of their animals.
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This collaboration between Israel and Italy could somehow perpetuate the DairyCare
concepts. Indeed, at the end of the story, several people with different backgrounds 
and expertise are involved in this webinar. You can find some of them in the website. 
However, other colleagues were actively involved in the preparation of this webinar 
(even though they are not giving a talk today). I have already mentioned Bruno 
Stefanon, but I should mention also Matteo Barbari.
The preparation of this webinar (and hopefully the post-pandemic seminar) has been 
brought about by three Working Groups that can be identified in simple words as:
Working Group 1: the real PLF experts;
Working Group 2: biologists and physiologists
Working Group 3: the engineers
I am not going to say more about working groups, as they will be better described in 
the following talks.
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Precision Livestock Farming is a complex matter with many implications. Therefore, 
we had to make some choices about the profile of our project. This webinar is a part 
of this process of focusing on our targets.

5



We are working on this project since before the covid pandemic, and originally we 
planned to hold a workshop in Tel-Aviv. As you can imagine, we had to postpone the 
date two or three times.
In the hope that all this awful situation would terminate soon, the decision was 
taken to proceed by several steps, and this webinar is an important one, as Ilan will 
probably point out at the end of this morning.
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By the way, Please send to Ilan some tips to produce in «real time» our concluding
remarks.
Everybody is invited to do so.
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When beginning such a collaborative project, it is mandatory to focus on the targets.
This small size meeting aims to focus on common problems, interests and 
technologies that Israel and Italy can share and develop together, and to share of a 
common view of the role of PLF in the context of European Green Deal Agriculture.
We chose heat stress as a case study, as global warming poses common problems to 
Israel and Italy, and to all Mediterranean countries I would say. Indeed, climate 
changes can be a real threat to animal health, productivity and product quality, if not 
adequately managed.
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Today, we have three main talks introducing the three Working Groups. The first of 
these lecture will be a two voices talk, actually.
Then, there are some programmed participations, which will help us to understand 
more the policy and the opportunities, and also the history of Israeli-Italian 
collaboration in the fields of farming and agriculture. We’ll finish with three short 
“perspectives” that may add value to PLF.
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